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In 1991, the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) issued its long awaited
standard on bloodborne pathogens. After years
of investigation, OSHA concluded that a 
regulatory initiative was necessary to protect
healthcare workers. Of course, one of the major
considerations in creating a bloodborne
pathogen safety regulation was the growing
concern of how the industry would manage
patients with AIDS. A prudent AIDS 
management plan needed to address the issue 
of protecting the healthcare worker. OSHA 
felt compelled to require that employers 
systematically design systems to ensure a high
degree of safety for those staff who care for
patients with AIDS. 


